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On the occation of the Public Education Campaim ( P.E.C ) launched in

. (Ihua thien~Fue province in April 1990 , Hue 7.V, Station invited Mr Nguyen

S.f Vien s, Dizector of IID and Director of the aub-pro;)ect VIE/85/019C to an
:Lnterview .

3 3 Could you please state clea.rl;r the general objectives of the sub—
pro;)ect VIE/85/019C " Demonstration of Cyclone Nesistantd Building Techniques"
for our province ? t

I A8 you lkmow , the typhoons mumber 7 and 8 that hit Pinh Tri Taien
province in Cctober 1985 caused heavy destruction ; extensive material demage

and . human loss . The total losses were estimated at 5 billion Dongs . Over

. 100,000 hoxiges collapsed ( including both private dwellings and small public

buildings.), hundreds of thousands of other houses got. their roof ripped off
and orve.r. 1,000 died or were missing( excluding the injured )

Right after.the catastrophe , the people from a&ll Vietnam end friends
and internaf;'ional organizations from all over the World g-ave us emergency aid.
And in Februvary 1986 , experts from Hebitet { WNCHS ) in Nairobi - Kenya
came to Binh Tri Thien for a fact - f:f.nd.ing’ tour to evaluate on the spobs
the demage extent , at the same tim.: studying vhy private houses and small
public Qufldings suffered so much derage . It trils down to thif :  in
gensral , no prorer attention hes been paid so far to designing and reinforcing,
the locel houses and small public constructions pn the one hand , and on the
other , technicians and builders haven't passed on the to the public traditio-
nal buildings techniques which can be cyclone resistant , not to speak of new
ones. It is precisely for this reason that the United lletions' Development
Prograrme (UNDB)) promptly found means and ways to ;'fund;the Erbject VIZ/E5/019
" Demonstration of Storm Resistant Building Techniques * ‘( called for short

- the Sub-project No 3 ).. Its main objectives are as follows :

- To organise workshops for techniciand at provincial and district levels,
and for builders at commune level to train them in necessary techniques in
designing , building or reinforcing ti!q houses so es 'to minimize the effects
caused by cyclones , '

= To ddésseminate cyclone resistant building technigques to the popu.la.tion
which help people reinforce their own houses in accordance with the storm «
resistant building tec;hniques _to make them stroger and safer .

g’ : The Sub-project o J has been being carried smoothly for nearly one
year,aend a half , would you l:in‘.l.y let us know some of its principal results
achieved 7 '

.. -

A On 31 December 1967 , dur Goyernment end UNIE official}y signed
the Project VIE'/85/019 . And since Vay" last year , the Institqte of Building
Design (IBD ) ,.Thua thien Hue , the Institute of dousing and Tublic Building
Design (IIPED) , Ministry of Construction , and two French Orgonizations -
Development wOr{.shcp( D{ ) and GRET have jointly organized 3 workshops and

Seminar in May 1989 for 30 decision~makers representing different construction -
branches , for 52 technicia.ns at district level and for 60 builders in May



June 1989 in rhu loc district and December 1989 and in l'arch 1990 in Trieu hai

. distrdet ( Ouang tri province ) and in Quang tréich district (Juang binh province)

and completed the construction‘of 2 cyrclone resistant demonstration buildings ,
i.e, the prin;.ry sctiool at Loc dien commune , Phu loc district , Jal lam Commune
Health Ceptre s Triev hei district . e tried to apply and include the principles
of storm resistant building techniques in these constructions so that they‘ can

be sexrved 'as examples for the nublic tto follow ,

A pull ic Bducatjon_Campaign was launched from 9 April in Thua thien Fue eard
last up +to 28 April 1990 .

Q So', what are the main actions and prospects the P.E.C in service of
this year's disaster preparedness 7

" A': In 4 months' time » the reiny season , or rather , the cyclone season
comes at ‘the time when we end the final phese of conducting the workshops for

) technicians and builders in tae 3 provinces ( Thua thien-Tlue , Quang tri ,0uang

‘birh ) with the 3™ workshop for buildres and the 3 *® Demonstration building-
the library for Quang trach Lycee o 1.,

‘e are now developing a province-wide P.%.C, in Thua thien-fue relsting to
techniques for house reinforcement in particular and storm resistent tuilding
techniques in general . This Campaign aims at reising the awareness of the )
population on the destructions caused by oyclones each year , at supplying ~the e

. public with simple building techniques .adspted to the economic situation and

available cheep meteriazls so that the peaple themselves cen reinforce their
eristing houses or build . their new dwellings in the hope of reducing to the
maximn the damege once a cyclone comes , The Campeign is taking,multiform and
rich activities such as exhibitiona , street demonstrations ,cogpetition for
g.rawings spoems , songs ,radio and TV announcement, articles publisted in local
newspaper , interview on radio, TV and newpaper etc ...

We all know that di'scster preparedness is a permaneht job beceuse a great
number of private houses and smell public buildings were built not up to the
right standards for 2 mrin reasons : one is that the bulk of the population is
poor , they.can't afford semi-strong built houses and the other is the bed
supervision,for public buildings «Therefore «ythe main aims of this P.E.C. ere
to equip the public with necees:;try cyclone resistant building techniques and
the lest but not least , to make the locel - éatl;omes different levels show
greater concern for disaster preparedness , take appropriate neasures against
na.tu:.‘a:IT;al;miti;s’ and finally consider the anmual cyclone prevention a vital
action for the 1life of the local population . '

Tt}a.n‘-c you for your listening .
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TIE PROVIICE=/IDE PUTT.IC FDUCATICIT CAMPAIGN ON
DISASTER PREPARETNESS ENDED IIT SUCCFSS

To implement the UNDP funded sub-project N2 3 ( VIE/85/019¢ )
" Demonstration of, Cyclone Resistant Puilding Techniqués " which is now
entering its‘ final phase, in April 1990, from 9 to 28, one Public Educati
Campaign on disaster prepé@ednese at provineial level was organised in
Thua Thien-Hue province to raise the public awareness of storm prevention
of the great importance of strengthening houses and small public building
old and new - so that they can withstand better tﬁeforce of a typhoon, at
the-sa_.n_z\e time popuiarieing ;as wiclely as possible the cyclone resistant

* atrengthening anéd building techniques adapted to the local c,ontext and to

the economic situation which can be used by the local populé.tion end by
the authoritiey and thus reducing to the maximun damage caused by cyclone:

The three-week Campaign involved activities at provinoial level, a
at the level of év'ery district and communes in areas touched by typhoons,
¥ The Campaign is the firat experimental step towards a nation-wide
campaign . And it ie also considered as part of the sub-project i 3, It

- 18 precisely for this reason that the authorities at different levels fror

prpvince to theCentral Goverment and international orgenisations take .
great interest in ,

To begin with the cempaign, a preparatory meeting, then a provincis

. level Seminer on c;clone prevention were held by the Institute of Buildinr

-

Design, Thua Thien-lue ( IFD ), member of the sub-projeot to pay the wvey
for the Campaign .

Fresent at the !'eminar were representatives from various province-
Hue city-distriét branches, from mass—organisations and reporters from
local and central newspapersand radios ,

In his speech at the Seminar, Mr Pham Ba Dien, President of Thue
Thien-Hue People's Committee, Director General of the VIE/85/019 project
" Disaster Preparedness and Nehabilitation in Binh Tri Thien zone " and
Head of the provincial orcanising Committee emphasized the importance of
the publde education campaign on cyclone prevention for the people to

- {on 14 ogaople
reinformexk their own houses themselves . Mr Dien ca.lled/ 8
a.ctively and effeotively\/the Campaign .,

.h
-
o~

The P.E.C. activities were multiform and rich s In town, provin-
clal newspaper devoted e full page to run articles, interviews,Zwx ptess
release on ryxizmw the sub-projcct and the P.E.C edited by the core team
of the project; the province end Tue City radio-diffision network broad-
cast 3 days irﬁucceseian write-ups relating to the P,E.C. j members of the
sub-,projéct core tean took turns in giving lebtares on the sub-project
Plan of Action and the Cempaign ; interviews made on the small screen,
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radio station or radiodiffumion neiwoxl , At dintricts end cormures , tlre

video film % Ve builld. onr newr hiouse " wee shoum hefore the main featvre

( mobile londspea-ers enncimee the time erd place of video ghowin~s; photo
end drewinr exhibitions on the zctivities areinst naturecl celamities were

orgenised ; with the lcerl schoolg orpeiising drawing ard peetryr competitio
abotit cyclone recistent Jrmpeisn 3 mess orsmonisetions such as "omen's

Tnion, Youth Union, T'ernexrs! Thnien v,v....or-sor.ised pubhlic meetings and

information gatherinns throush which to dessiminate crclone resistant
buildins techriques § street demorstretiongof achool ehildren in suvmort
of the Cempairm were held § bis pomtera on the 10 kev princivles for storm
‘resi.sta.n:t huilding tach:sigues were atuvek at the main publie places of

gatherins in the Aistrict end its commures ( mzrkets, huve station,t!eatre,

Cafes, railvay station « o TV and Zedio statiors hroadcast svecial pro~rermes on

26 ipril . - the Irovineisl Dey- of Cyrclone Freparedress .

Menks to the through pren-reticns made by the provineial and
dictrict ormesrnisin~ Coruittee, the T',M.C. ended af/::}/c;:%ecimfully Its good
results will contrii-ute actively to tha similexr 4in other provinces in
Central Vietnampmerexikimx wilch are prone to sufier cycio:m dawz.peycreatin
favoursble conditiong for cnx conutry to participate in the Intermationsl
Decade for Disaster Prepared:ens Leunched on 1,1,129 .

Some areas in the province plan to prolons~ this carpaieon up to the

end of llay .

FPhan Muu 1=;e',nh
{ Fembervof the project VIE/85/019¢ )
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