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Established for eighteen years, this programme has introduced woodless construction techniques to the Sahel 

region of Africa, where desertification has led to a lack of timber for construction. Earth vaults and domes 

are used for roofing instead of large. timber beams. Local materials are used and over eight hundred local 

masons have now been trained in the building method . The technique can be used for all sizes and types of 

buildings and is now in common usage, due to its affordability and suitability for local needs. In addi.tion to 

improved housing the programme brings substantial income generation opportunities for local people and 

reduces the rate of environmental damage. 
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